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!वागतम!् Welcome! 

 

Brahma Sabha participants read several scriptures such as Srimad Ramayana, Srimad Bhagavatam, 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita, and Sri Vaishnava Samhita… and many others… 

Young children who are able to read Sanskrit have the key to open several divine treasures contained in 

our scriptures.  Though, there are several very good translations of the scriptures, there is something 

special in being able to read the original text.  People read the original texts in Sanskrit and also read the 

translations thereby increasing their experience of scriptural knowledge.   

May this booklet be useful to such readers! 

 

Some quotes on Sanskrit 
 

“The perfect orderliness of the Sanskrit language creates orderliness and balance in the brain 

physiology, expands the memory, and purifies the physiology. When reciting the Vedic language, the 

brain functions from more silent levels, increasing peace and harmony in the mind.” 

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

 

"The qualities of Sanskrit will become the qualities of your child- that is the mind and heart of your child 

will become beautiful, precise and reliable. Sanskrit automatically teaches your child and anybody else 

studying it to pay FINE attention due to its uncanny precision. When the precision is there, the 

experience is, that it feels uplifting. It makes you happy. It is not difficult even for a beginner to 

experience this. All you have to do is fine-tune your attention and like music you are drawn in and 

uplifted. This precision of attention serves all subjects, areas and activities of life both while in school 

and for the rest of life."  

Rutger Kortenhorst of the John Scottus School in Dublin 

 

 

People have reported several benefits to learning Sanskrit including: Clarity in speech, better 

pronunciation, articulation in conversation, sharpness in memory, thinking, logical analysis, broadness in 

world view, politeness in behavior, and quickness in grasping other languages and scripts. 

 

Radhe Krishna 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or your friends and family find this “Guide to Reading Sanskrit” useful, pay it forward by saying 

good words about Brahma Sabha, informing others who may benefit from this and by giving us your 

feedback for improvement at www.brahmasabha.org 

 

Radhe Krishna 
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Lesson 1:  Do you know the number 3? 
 

1. The number 3 
 

Can you read or write the number 3? 

 

3   Well done! 

 

2. The mantra Om 
 

Now add a tail to the 3 and a curve with a dot on top: as shown below: 

 

ॐ    ॐ   ॐ 

That is one of the most famous mantras in Sanskrit!  Om or Aum!  See, it is that easy!  

 

Once you know the number 3 you can also read (or write) other Sanskrit letters. 

 

3. The letter अ 

 

3  Now the three straight lines as follows: 

अ   अ   अ   This is the first letter “a” 
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4. The letter आ 

 

If you take the letter अ and add a vertical line as shown below, it becomes aa 

आ   आ   आ 
 

This is pronounced similar to the A in Army “aa”; or the aa in Baa Baa black sheep : - ) 

 

 

5. The letter उ 

 

Once you know 3, then a line on top of it gives you the letter उ 

 

उ   उ   उ 

This is pronounced similar to the u in full 

 

6. The letter ऊ  

 

A small curve added as shown below gives you ऊ This is pronounced as oo as in cool! 

ऊ   ऊ   ऊ 
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Now you already know the following:  

ॐ   अ  आ  उ  ऊ 

OM   a  aa   u  oo 

 

 

Read the following: 

 

ॐ  उ  आ  अ  ऊ 

Well done! 
 

And now read these letters:  

 

आ   उ   ॐ   ॐ 

ऊ   आ   अ   ऊ 

आ  ॐ   आ उ अ  ॐ ऊ आ  
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Lesson 2: Laughing Ha Ha Haa! 

 

 

7. How do you laugh?  Ha Ha Haa! 

 

The Sanskrit letter for Ha is ह 

 

ह   ह   ह 

 

Can you now guess what this is? 

 

हा   हा   हा 
 

Well done!  You got it right!  It is Haa with the long aa, just as a became aa with the addition of 

the vertical line next to it… 

Haa with the long aa 

 

Read this following combinations: 

ह हा  हा ह  अ हा  ह ऊ 

EXCELLENT! 
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8. Hero and heroine of Ramayana 
 

The heroine in Ramayana is Seetaa सीता   The hero in Ramayana is Raama राम    

Though commonly spelt in English as Rama, the correct way to say it is Raama.  Similarly, though 

commonly spelt as Sita or Seeta, the correct way to say it is Seetaa! 

 

    

 

The name Raama has two syllables.  The first one is Raa and the second one is ma. 

 

9. The letter रा 
 

This is what Raa looks like in Sanskrit: 

रा   रा   रा 
Raa is the first syllable in the name Raama! 

Can you guess what this is?    र   र   र 
You got it!  It is Ra, the shorter version of Raa 
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So how is ma written? 

Easy!  The first part looks like the left portion of writing  4; a bit like the Capital L   

Then a vertical line and a horizontal line complete the ma!   

See 

    

 

10. The letter म   

 

This is what Ma looks like म   म   म  

 

So when we put  रा and  म together we get Raama!   राम  

राम  राम   राम  राम   राम  राम 
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11. A ray of sunshine!  
 

     

 

Now that you know the letter ra  र   र   र 

Adding a small line on top of ra as shown below gives us re (pronounced ray) 

 

रे   रे   रे 

Read this letter:  ह Now read this letter:  रे   If you put both together you get  हरे 

Now read these: 

हे  रे  मे  अरे रमे रामे 

GREAT! 



जय राधे कृ�ण  www.brahmasabha.org  Page ८ 

12. Hare Raama mantra 
 

You already know how to read the word राम  

And that putting ह and रे together gives you हरे.  Pronounced as “Ha-ray”; though it may be commonly 

written in English as Hare 

 

Now you can read this part of a famous mantra: 

हरे राम 

हरे राम 

राम राम 

हरे हरे 
 

Well done!  This is the first half of a very famous mantra.  Now read the full line: 

 

हरे राम हरे राम राम राम हरे हरे 

 

हरे राम हरे राम राम राम हरे हरे 
 


